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The kora sword in the Lviv Historical Museum collection is a unique and rare
artefact in Ukraine. However, the sword almost did not attract the attention of re-
searchers. Koras are usually associated with Nepalese soldiers, the Gurkha troops/
That is not groundless — this kind of weapon was actively used in the times of the
Gurkha wars and the unification of Nepal under the leadership of the Shah dynasty
in the 1750s-1760s. The sword itself has cultural and religious significance in In-
dian / South Asian tradition — it is a sword of true Indian warrior, a true raja and a
weapon of tantric Buddhist and Hindu deities. So, it is important to investigate the
religious symbolism of the sword in Buddhism, and in this context the place of
kora sword had in the religious practices and ideology of the Nepalese (as well as
their neighbours) in pre-modern and early modern times. Often kora swords had
images of the eye, lotus, or other religious symbols linked to Buddhist and Hindu
Tantric ideas. The sword from the Lviv Historical Museum collection has the im-
age of a solar sign.

It is possible to speak about a few main types of kora swords and their
iconography. Basing on a comparison with existing objects from the museum
and private art collections around the world, the author draws conclusions
about the typification of kora swords. Thus it enables to reveal the type to
which the sword from Lviv belongs. The analysis of the iconography of kora
from Lviv Historical Museum including the images on the blade, the features
and texture of the metalwork etc, also helps to date this Himalayan weapon
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and the region of its origin. So it looks quite likely that the sword from Lviv
is from 19 c., not 18 c., as it is attributed in the Museum.

The question of history of the Himalayan weapon in the museum, the cir-
cumstances of the arrival of the kora sword to the collection of the Lviv His-
torical Museum requires further research. Museum documents only confirm
the arrival of the sword in 1940 from the Museum of Jan I11, where it was kept
as a deposit. There are reasons to say that the kora sword could be associated
with a group of prominent Polish Orientalists who worked in Lviv in 1920—
1930s. The author puts forward a hypothesis about the possible connection of
the Nepalese sword with Professor Stefan Stasiak, an Indologist from Lviv
University: the sword could have been brought by S. Stasiak from a trip to
India in 1930s. Another hypothesis links the possibility of the sword to come
to Lviv with the Polish alpinist expedition to the West Himalayas (to Nanda
Devi East) in summer 1939. There first of all Jakub Bujak, a prominent alpin-
ist from Lviv, is worth mentioning.
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IHCTUTYT PYKOIIMCY HBYB:
HNAM’ATKN NIUCEMHOCTI CXIJHOI'O NOXO/PKEHHSA
(BYPATIA, IHAIA, KAJIMUKIA, KUTAU, TUBET)

Kiwuosi ciioBa: THOCTChKHI OyAIM3M, KHHKKOBA KOJIEKITis, KanMukisi, caHCKpHT,
MPaBOCTIaBHI CBSIICHUKH, CAHCKPUT, SIH [loToubkuii.

CxitamoBoro GoHITy TaM’ ITOK TIMCEMHOCTI CX1THOTO MOXO/KEHHS B [HCTH-
TyTi pykortucy HBYB (®. 74. Koneknist cxignux pykomnucis 70 on. 30., XIII —
kigenp XIX cr.), momix iHmUX, € HeBenuke 3i0panHs (20 omuHMIE 30epi-
TaHHA), PI3HOMAaHITHE 3a CBOIM CKIaJoM. BHOKpeMieHHS Ii€l Tpymu
aM’SITOK — sIK JJPYKOBaHUX (KcumitorpagivyHux ), Tak i pyKOIUCHUX — 00yMOB-
JIeHO 11 KOHCTPYKTUBHUMH OCOOJIMBOCTSIMH, TIOB’SI3aHUMH 13 BOMa KHH)KKO-
BHMH TPAJUIISIMU — iHAIHCHKOIO (TOPH30HTAIBHOIO) 1 KUTACHKOIO (BepTHKA-
JIBHOIO) — 3 IXHIMH PI3HUMH THIIAMHU IMHCEMHOCTI, CTIEIU(IKOI0 MUCATEHOTO
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