Poms mocmigHWKIB, BUEHHMX, OCBITSH, a 3 9acoM 1 BCiX Jomed Oyze
TpaHchopMyBaTUCh. SIK HUHI HIXTO HE BiHIMAE i HE TUIUTH y CTOBITYHK, TaK
3 YacOM MU BiJIJaBaTIMEMO IHTEJIEKTyalbHIM CHCTEMaM Ty poOoTy, siKa IIe
CBOTO/IHI BBa)KAETHCSI BUHATKOBOIO NPEeporaTHBOIO JroauHU. He Bmepime i,
OUYEBHIHO, HE BOCTAHHE, JIFOANHA 3MYIIIEHA IIYKaTH Ti cepH, B SIKMX BOHA —
CBijOMa, TBOpYa, YHIKalbHA IHTEJEKTyallbHa iCTOTa — 3 HAWOLIBIIO0
KOPHCTIO, CEHCOM 1 PE3yJIbTaTHBHICTIO MOXCE pealli3yBaTH CBid >KUTTEBUUN
MOTEHLiaJl, PO3KPUTHCH SIK 1HIUBITyalbHICTh, NPOSBUTH 3410HOCTI 1 TaJIaHTH,
SIKI TIOKH II0 HE MOXXYTh OyTH BIATBOPEHUMHM HIYMM (Hi KaJbKYyJISTOPOM, Hi
KOMIT FOTE€POM, Hi IHTEJIEKTYaIbHUMHU CUCTEMaMH), KpiM Hel.

HaoctaHok 1amMo BiJIIOBi/Ib Ha MMTAaHHSL, SIKE BUHECEHE B 3aI'0JIOBOK — TaK
yu MoxHa HazuBath ChatGPT cmiBaBTOpOM TEKCTiB HayKOBUX pOOIT
3m00yBauiB piBHA «J{okTOp dinmocodiin? Binmosins oueBuaHa — Hi! ABTOp —
1€ 3aB)KAM JIIOJMHA. [HIIa cripaBa, 4n 3yNUHUTHCS aBTOP HA TOMY, IO HOMY
3alpOIIOHY€ IHTENEKTyalbHa CHCTEMa, YW BiIYyBaTUME BiH ceOe TBOpIEM
HOBOTO, YA MaTUME TOPJICTh 3@ BIAKPHUTTS, YU PO3yMITHME CBiif BHECOK y
HayKy, TeXHIKY, pO3BUTOK IuBLTi3amii? SIKmIo >k Bce, Ha 1m0 Oynme 3maTeH i
YUM 33/I0BOJIBHSIE€ CBIM 3amuT 10 SKUTTA 3100yBau piBHA «JlOKTOp
¢inocodii» — 11e MaiicTepHe >KOHTITIOBaHHS TEKCTOBUMH OJIOKaMHU, K1 BHIa1a
IHTEeNIeKTyallbHa CHUCTEMa, — TO Taka HOro — LBOr0 aclipaHTa, CTYACHTa,
[ICEBJIOBYCHOTO — 0Jis. JIOJsi MPOXKHUTH «B XOJIOCTY», 0e3 MmpopHBiB, 0e3
BiZUyTTs peainizauii cede, 6e3 po3yMiHHs CBOET KOPHUCTI B paMKax JisUIbHOCTI,
SIKy caM ke i o6paB. [HmMMu cioBaMM — ne NUIAX B HIKyAH, B 3a0yTTs, B
3pedeHHs ceOe 3 BTPATOIO CBOEI iMEHTUYHOCTI, IHAMBIMYaIbHOCTI Ta CEHCY
iCHYBaHHs. A B IiICYyMKY — IIe BTpaTa cBoboau 0yt coboto, 0ytH Jlroquaoro!
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A dissertation is a significant scholarly endeavour that demonstrates a PhD
student’s mastery of a specific subject matter and their ability to contribute
original knowledge to the academic community. The success of this
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monumental task depends on the initial planning phase. To embark on this
journey with confidence, prospective dissertation authors must navigate
through a well-structured planning process. In this work, we try to delineate
the critical steps and considerations involved in the planning of a dissertation.

Selecting a Research Topic

The first step in planning a dissertation is selecting a research topic. This
decision is crucial, as it lays the foundation for the entire project. To make an
informed choice, PhD students should consider their interests, expertise, and
the significance of the topic within their field of study. Ideally, the topic
should be both personally engaging and academically relevant.

Review of Existing Literature

Once the research topic is identified, a comprehensive review of existing
literature is imperative. This step involves surveying scholarly publications,
books, articles, and other sources related to the chosen topic. A thorough
literature review provides the context for the research, identifies gaps in
existing knowledge, and helps shape the research questions and objectives.

Formulating Research Questions and Objectives

With a solid understanding of the existing literature, the next step is to
formulate clear and focused research questions and objectives. These
questions should be specific, feasible, and aligned with the chosen topic. They
serve as the guiding principles for the entire research process, directing data
collection, analysis, and interpretation [1].

Selecting Research Methodology

The choice of research methodology is a critical decision that hinges on
the nature of the research issues and objectives. Common research
methodologies include qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods, case studies,
and experimental designs. The selected methodology should align with the
research questions and objectives and be justifiable in terms of feasibility and
resource availability.

Creating a Research Proposal

A well-crafted research proposal is essential for obtaining approval from
academic advisors and institutions. The research proposal should include an
introduction, literature review, research questions and objectives, research
methodology, a timeline, and a list of references. It serves as a blueprint for
the entire research process, ensuring that all aspects are adequately planned
[2,p. 9]

Ethical Considerations and Data Collection

Researchers must adhere to ethical guidelines when conducting research.
This includes obtaining informed consent from participants, ensuring
confidentiality, and addressing any potential conflicts of interest. The
planning phase should also encompass a detailed strategy for data collection,
including the selection of research participants and data sources.
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Data Analysis and Interpretation

The planning phase should include a preliminary plan for data analysis and
interpretation. Researchers must decide on the appropriate analytical tools and
techniques for their data. This might involve statistical analysis, content
analysis, thematic analysis, or other methods depending on the research
methodology chosen.

Developing a Timeline

Time management is crucial in the successful completion of a dissertation
[3]. PhD students should create a realistic timeline that outlines the various
stages of the research process, from literature review to data collection,
analysis, and writing. This timeline should account for unforeseen delays and
allow ample time for revisions and finalization.

Planning a dissertation is a meticulous process that lays the groundwork
for a successful research project. Selecting a research topic, conducting a
thorough literature review, formulating research questions, choosing a
methodology, and addressing ethical considerations are among the critical
steps to be taken during the planning phase. A well-structured plan ensures
that the research process proceeds smoothly and that the final dissertation is a
comprehensive and academically rigorous contribution to the field of study.
In subsequent stages, PhD students will build upon this solid foundation to
conduct their research, analyse their findings, and communicate their
contributions effectively.
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