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THE SCENE OF THE CRIME
AS AN OBJECT FOR RESEARCH

Dyntu V.

INTRODUCTION

Criminal offenses are the most negative, immoral and generally
dangerous phenomenon in the life of modern society. They cause
destructive consequences for the state, society and a particular person.
Criminal activity significantly influences on all social institutions, thus
determining the dysfunction of them. The social and economic crisis that
has recently been observed in the Ukraine, has led to the emergence of a
number of factors, which cased a steady rise of the number of criminal
offenses, thus consequently the issues of crime combating have become
particularly relevant.

These factors predetermine the necessity for further in-depth study
of criminal activity which aids to improve the effectiveness of the
recommendations for its detection, investigation and prevention.

One of the most important elements of the crime mechanism is the
crime scene. It is a mandatory element of the crime mechanism since
any crime is committed in conditions of objective reality which
significantly affect the behavior of the offender and the mechanism of
trace formation. Knowledge of certain types of crime scene from certain
categories of crimes allows investigator or other authorized person to
submit valid versions and simulate the situation for a specific crime,
which is investigating and to distinguish its features. Knowledge of
relationships and dependencies of the crime scene and other
circumstances of the crime contributes to establishing a genuine and
complete picture of the crime.

The imperfection of the theoretical development of the doctrine of
the crime scene and its place in criminalistics negatively affects the state
of criminalistics in general, and on the direct application of existing
scientific developments, methods and practical recommendations in
crime investigation.

39



The above suggests that the doctrine of the crime scene as a
significant concept of criminalistics currently is extremely relevant and
practically in demand which led to the choice of research topic.

1. The Usage of Data About the Crime Scene
in the Cognitive Activity of Investigator

Cognition as an activity is realized through the system of cognitive
means. sensory observation; everyday practice; experiment; models;
mathematical apparatus; methodological basis™.

Cognition of the crime is a complex mental activity that encounters
certain difficulties, which are related to the mediation of the knowledge
of the events of the past through the prism of the results of reflecting the
circumstances of the crime in the environment.

In legal literature it has been repeatedly noted that the investigation
of a crime in its content is a kind of cognitive activity®.

Cognition is the process of obtaining, comprehending and using
information, through which knowledge is formed in relation to an object
that is scrutinized®. Implicit reproduction based on the collected actual
data of a coherent picture of the accomplished and its consequences for
all essential criminalistic and legally significant features forms the
general cognitive task of criminal proceedings”.

The cognitive essence of criminal-procedural knowledge consists in
the retrospective disclosure (knowledge) of the individual aspects of the
events of the past and the establishment on this basis of objective truth®.

The specifics of criminal procedural cognitive activity consists of
the fact that the investigation body examines interconnections directly
perceive phenomena, as well as those that are reflected in the minds of
people. In the first case natural phenomena and patterns are investigated,

! Anppees U. JI. OcHossl Teopuu no3Hanus. M. : Usn-sBo AH CCCP, 1959. C. 177.
[IpoGnema cBsizeld U OTHOIICHUN B MATePUATHCTUYECKON AUAJICKTHKE / OTB. peil.
Tioxun B.C. M. : Hayka, 1990. C. 23; Mensenes H. H. TeopeTrnueckue OCHOBBI
paccinenoBanud. Kpacnomap : Kyban. roc. yn-t, 1977. C. 4-24; Sky6osuu H. A.
Teopetnueckne ocHOBBI npenasapurensHoro ciaeacrtsus. M. : BII MBJI CCCP, 1971.
C. 48-49; benkun P.C. KpumuHanuctuka W JOKa3bIBaHUE (METOJOJOTHYECKHE
npobnemsl). M. : FOpunuueckas nurepatypa, 1969. C. 8-12.
Konosanosa B. E. IlpaBoBas ncuxosiorus : yuebnoe nocodue. X. : Ocnona, 1990.
C. 58.
4 Kpumunanuctuka / moa penakuueit O6pasuosa B. A.. M. : FOpucrt, 1995. C. 69.
> O6pazuoB B. A. OcuoBsl kpumuHamucTuku. M. : FOpucts, 1996. C. 13.
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while objectively determined tasks are solved. In the second case, the
laws of the psyche of humans, their emotions, desires and intentions are
investigated, therefore subjectively determined "riddles"®.

In the opinion of O. I. Trusov, which would have no significant
specificity of proof, it is nothing more than a kind of cognitive activity,
since its purpose is to establish the truth’.

In conducting an investigation, the investigator acquires certain
knowledge of the crime committed, guilty person and on this basis
makes conclusions, makes appropriate decisions. The knowledge of the
facts of objective reality permeates all the activities of the investigator in
the criminal process®.

It must be taken into account that the investigation has a research
nature, therefore, it uses not only empirical but also theoretical means of
cognition®. Thus, in a criminal proceeding, the investigator applies both
empirical and theoretical means by which he learns the event that has
occurred. R. S. Belkin and A.l. Wienberg noted that the classification of
methods of science and practice on empirical and logical (theoretical) is
very conditional. Any empirical method is not possible without
meaningful human activity, without setting the task and processing the
results. Similarly, logical cognition is impossible without a sensory
element™.

Empirical is a level of knowledge that is realized, mainly, on the
sensual level, thus, due to the direct interaction of the senses with the
environment. The empirical level of knowledge explores the object from
its external manifestations, features and properties available at the level
of perception.

With regard to empirical knowledge, it can be argued that it is
carried out by the investigator in the course of conducting the relevant

° bepunas B. JI. IlonsTue cineAaCTBEHHON AEATEIBHOCTU: KPUMHHAIMCTUYECKUE U
rncuxoJiornyeckue acrekrsl. Bicnux HYBC. 2003. Ne 21. Y. 1. C. 65-72; CrparoHos B. M.
KpuminanicTuyHa Teopis Mi3HaBalIbHOI AisIbHOCTI : MoHOrpadis. X.: Bua-Bo Xepcows.
nepx. yH-Ty, 2009. C. 231.

TpycoB A. M. OcHOBBI Teopun cyaeOHbIX JoKazarenbcTB. KpaTkuii ouepk. M. :
FocrogmL[aT, 1960. C. 9.

Jlysrun U. M. PaccnenoBaHue Kak Ipolecc MO3HaHUS : ydeOHoe mocobue. M.,
1969. C. 11.

? [IpoGnema cBsi3eil M OTHOLIECHUH B MaTepPUAIMCTUUYECKON JUANEKTUKE / OTB. pel.
Troxun B. C. M. : Hayka, 1990. C. 69.

% Benxun P. C. Kpumunnanucruka u nokaspiBanue. M. : FOpuauueckas nureparypa,
19609. C. 26.

41



investigative actions, since the initial knowledge of the crime and the
circumstances of the crime investigator occurs precisely at the sensory
level of perception of information. Empirical cognitive techniques such
as observation, measurement, experiment, and others are effectively
used by the investigator to search, detect, research, and use relevant
information.

During the investigation, it is possible with the help of specially
developed theories, methodologies, methods, principles to investigate
and analyze not only external but also internal properties of the object of
research, to comprehend its essence and content.

The investigator also applies the theoretical level of knowledge,
since in his work uses all the techniques, methods and means of research
of realities of reality that are proposed by science. The rationality and
degree of effectiveness of using theoretical achievements depends on the
level of education and intellectual ability of the investigator.

For tasks of practical life and for scientific knowledge, V.F. Asmus
noted that it is important, that out of all the enormous set of subject
properties, our though highlights the most important and noticeable, in
such a way that each of the features was absolutely necessary, and all the
signs taken together would be sufficient for them to distinguish this
object from all others, to scrutinize this subject™.

During the investigation the research of each crime situation can be
considered as part of the final task correlated with the establishment of
the subject of evidence, as well as an indirect task which solving helps to
clarify other circumstances of the crime. As already mentioned, material
situation — this is the situation with which the investigator encounters,
first and foremost, which allows him to put forward versions of the
method of crime, the behavior of the offender and other circumstances.
However, knowledge of the situation of a crime is a difficult task, since
not all of its elements are obvious, especially with regard to which the
perpetrator committed measures of staging and distortion of the actual
circumstances of the event. Therefore, the situation of the crime in all its
forms continues to be scrutinized throughout the investigation.

! Acmye B. @. Jloruxa. U3, 2-¢, crepeorumioe. M. : Equropuan YPCC, 2001. C. 32.
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According to generalization of the views of criminalists™® it can be
argued that cognitive activity of the investigator on the nature and
circumstances of the crime, in particular, its environment the situation
has certain features that distinguish it among other types of knowledge:

firstly, the cognitive activity of the investigator, has a retrospective
character, in particular is intended to recreate an event that has taken place
in the past on the basis of information that is encrypted in the context of
scene of the crime; however, it should be noted that scrutiny of the crime
scene also provides an opportunity for forecasting developments of the
further event, when its research is conducted within the framework of
investigating the repetition of the crime. Then information about the
typical scene of crime in which the offender made preparation, commit
and conceal the crime gives an opportunity to predict his further actions
and the conditions in which he will implement them;

secondly, the cognitive activity of the investigator is characterized
by a limited amount of information regarding the crime scene which at
the beginning of the investigation has fragmentary character and has low
level of reliability;

thirdly, such activity is aimed at establishing an objective picture,
namely, is finding out all the circumstances of a criminal incident by
examining the circumstances of a crime;

fourthly, the cognitive activity of the investigator is aimed at
investigating the circumstances of the crime in the totality of its
elements (place, time, other conditions) which are interconnected, so that
knowledge has a systemic and structural character;

fifthly, knowing the circumstances of the crime is an intermediate
object through which other circumstances of the crime are learned — the
ultimate object of cognition in the investigation.

We can agree with the opinion of I. M. Akimov, who noted that,
careful, thoughtful study of the crime scene like introducing into the
atmosphere of a crime which is reflected in the environment and not
so much visible as it is felt and guessed. Penetration into the essence
of the crime scene leads to a clear understanding of what happened to

12 Komox 1. 1. Teopis cymoBoro mi3HaHHA : MoHorpadit. K.: BumaBHuuo-
nonirpadpiuanii nentp «KuiBcbkuii yHiBepcureT», 2006. C. 100; Crparonos B. M.
KpuminamictuyHa Teopis Mi3HaBaNbHOI isTbHOCTI : MoHOrpadis. X.: Bua-o XepcoH.
nepx. yH-Ty, 2009. C. 30; Timenko B. B. TeopeTuuni i mpakTU4Hi OCHOBH METOIMKHU
po3ciinyBaHHA 3m104uHIB : MOHOTpadis. O. : denike, 2007. C. 90.
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the comprehension of the inner connection between actions which
were committed by a criminal will and their display outside. Such an
understanding enables not only mentally to reproduce the picture of a
crime, but also to understand the motives that guided the offender
while committing the crime. Thus it becomes the key to the crime
solving™.

Currently in the criminalistics, there are two approaches to
understanding the circumstances of the crime.

In the narrow sense, it is the place of the crime, which is serving as
a system of the material world objects, in which the crime was
committed and which is the bearer of information regarding the event,
what appeared in it in the form of reflection.

It should be said that a narrow approach to understanding the scene
of the crime was typical for the early period of criminalistics was typical
for the early period of criminalistics when the scene of the crime was
identified with the notion of the place of the crime

It should be noted that aforementioned approach restricts the
possibility of studying the issue under study, since it takes for the
original value only reflected in objective reality material constituent of a
criminal events and leaves out the attention other significant elements
which are an integral part of the structure of the crime scene and
characterize the system of conditions in which actions were of
preparation and concealment of a criminal offense were taken.

Identifying the concepts of "crime scene™ and "crime place" leads to
narrowing the content of the latter, and as a consequence of the incorrect
perception of its essence. It should be said that the scene of crime is a
broader concept than the place of crime, since the crime scene is not
only a system of objects of the material world which contains a mapping
of the crime event but also information regarding conditions in which
the crime was being prepared, external factors which contributed or
prevented the events of the crime, the circumstances under which the
process of concealing the crime took place.

Depending on the significance of the investigation V. I. Kulikov
identified three situations in which can be used the information about the
scene of crime: information about the scene of crime is considered as an

18 Jxumon U. H. Kpumunanucruka : PyKoBOACTBO 1O YrOJOBHOW TEXHUKE U TAKTHKE
(pempuHT. U3a. 1925 1.). M. : JlekcOcr, 2003. C. 192-193.
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additional source of evidence, what is available in the criminal
proceedings; information about the crime scene become equivalent to
another source of evidence, information about the scene of crime
becomes the only available source of forensic information the
circumstances of the crime and the persons who committed it'.

From the above it is seen, that, depending on each particular
situation, the information, which is in the context of a crime scene
acquires different significance in the investigation.

The crime scene consists of material, microsocial and moral-
psychological environment in which actions to prepare, implement and
conceal the crime were taken. It should be noted, that the mentioned
structure of the crime scene, depending on the type of crime can be
truncated and consist of only two elements micro-social and moral-
psychological environment.

Triple element of the crime scene which is typical for all kinds of
crime, except for crimes, which are characterized by two elemental
composition, for example: the involvement of underage in criminal
activity, threat of murder and others which do not contain the material
crime scene.

2. Programming of the Investigation Process with the Aid
of Information About the Scene of the Crime

The initial activity of the investigator is to establish the fact of
committing a crime or preparing for it. The above classification will
enable the investigator during the detection a certain type of crime to
establish the necessity for research material, microsocial or moral-
psychological environment. Thrs, when the investigator found that the
actions had been committed, in which there are signs of a crime, for
instance, avoidance of child support payments, the investigator
concludes that it is necessary to carry out a thorough study of
microsocial environment, in particular, the relationship between the
offender and the victim.,

Y Kymukos B. M. OGCTaHOBKA COBEPUICHHS XHINEHHS TOCYIAPCTBEHHOTO K
OOIIECTBEHHOTO  HMMYIIECTBA KaK OOBEKT CHEUHUATbHOTO KPUMHUHAIUCTHYECKOTO
uccienoBaHus. Memoouka u nCuxono2us paccie008anus XuwjeHuti 20cy0apCmeeHHo20 U
obwecmeennozo umywecmsa : co. nayy. mp. Csepanonck, 1986. C. 50.
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The demands of practice in optimizing investigative activities, the
rise of the theoretical level of the investigation process predetermine the
necessity of formalization the investigation of crimes™.

We can agree with the opinion of M.O. Selivanov, who indicated
that especially the broad possibilities of the formalization method in
the development of typical programs for solving individual problems
of investigation which can be conventionally called partitive
programs. If general programs reflect more or less complete methods
of investigating certain types of crimes, then partitive are designed to
solve local investigative tasks — construction versions, establishing a
method of committing or concealing a crime, causes and conditions
whil%h aids it, searching for a criminal or the abduction of values and
etc.”.

Methodology of the formal description of the information structure
of the investigation in the form of a hierarchical construction of
interrelated events which integrated into a holistic system of the activity
of investigation of crimes, and the preparation and commission of
crimes®’.

It should be noted, that at the present stage of development of
criminalistics scholars began to make suggestions about the necessity
for development and implementation into practical activity programs
and algorithms of the investigator's actions, which are aimed at
optimizing and rationalizing the investigation process'®.

V.A. Zhuravel points out, that criminalistic programs and
algorithms must be considered the most appropriate form of adaptation

15 leuyk B. M. Taktuuni omepamii y KpUMIHATICTUI: TaKTUYHI 3acaju
dbopMyBaHHS Ta MpakTUKa peanizamii : MmoHorpadis. X. : Bun. arenmis «Amnoctinby, 2013.
C. 299.

% O6pasinos B. A. KpumuHamucTHUecKas XapaKTEPUCTHKA TPECTYIUICHHI: IHC-
KYCCHOHHBIE BOTIPOCHI U MYTH UX paspelieHus. Kpumunanucmuyeckas xapaxkmepucmurka
npe cm%/nﬂeHmZ : ¢b. Hayy. mpyoos. M., 1984. C. 62-63.

! [Mapos B.U. ®dopmanusauus B KpUMHUHAIMCTUKE. Bompocsl Teopun U
METOJIOJIOTUH KPUMHHAJIMCTUYECKOTO HCCIEeOBaHUs : aBToped. AUC. ... JIOKT. FOPUJ.
Hayk. Hwxknuit Hosropog, 2003. C. 9.

8 XKypasens B. dopmanizaris po3ciTiTyBaHHS : TEOPETHUHI OCHOBH i MPAKTHYHI
MOXIUBOCTI. [Ipaen. waconuc [Jomey. may. yn-my. Joneubk, 2010. Ne 1 (23). C. 100;
Nmenko E.II. Anropurmusamnusi CIEACTBEHHOW [EATENBHOCTH : MoHorpadis. M. :
KOpmutundopm, 2010. C. 50; Timenko B. B. TeopernuHi 1 mpakTU4Hi OCHOBU METOIUKU
po3ciinyBaHHA 37M04uHIB : MoHOTpadis. O. : Pewnikc, 2007. C. 176.
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of methodological and forensic recommendations to the terms of
investigation of a particular crime*®

The optimization of the process of investigating a crime is seen in
the application of the program-target method which is targeting to
develop relevant investigation programs®

For the first time the concept and content of the program-target
method was defined by G. A. Gustov. He pointed out that program-
targeting method is one of the methods of organizing and managing the
investigation process. Under it is understood a scientific analysis,
organization of investigation and receipt of new knowledge in the criminal
case with the aid of pre-designed typical forensic programs*

S.Yu. Chuzhikov by the method of program-targeted investigation
understands “organization of the leadership of the investigation process
which is caused by the regularity of a criminal event, investigation
activities and crime scene, in which it is conducted a technological
system of typical programs and algorithms (rules and operations), which
proper implementation helps to optimize the work of law enforcement
officials and guarantees receipt of criminal cases of new knowledge
(evidence) for timely and correct solution of the tactical tasks of the
preliminary investigation”?.

G.0. Zorin quite rightly noted, that programming as a method of
rationalizing the investigation and optimizing the planning of the
investigation, the contents of which are programs which is aimed at

¥r yctoB ['. A. IIporpaMMHO-TIEIEBOM METOJ OpPTraHM3aIllid PACKPBITHS YOUNUCTB :
yuyeObHoe 1mocobue. VHCTUTYT NOBBIIIEHUS KBAIU(UK. IPOKYPOPCKO-CIEICTBEHHBIX
pa60THHKOB [Ipokyparypsr PO CII6, 1993. C. 94.

% Kysneros I1. C. OTCYTCTBYIOIIIHE CIIEIbl H OTCYTCTBUE CIIEJIOB (THOCEOIOrHUCCKHMit
U OHTOJIOTWYECKHH acmekT). Poccutickutl topuduueckuil ocypuan. 2009. Ne 3. C. 186;
bypnanoBa B. C. IIporpamma packpbITHsi YOWUHCTB, COBEPIICHHBIX IO HaiiMy. }OJfCHO
Vpanvckue xpumunanucmuueckue umenus. Yoa[0.m.], 1999. C. 13; IlaramoB A.C.
Kpumunanuctuueckue aiaroputMsl U nporpammbl. Teopusi. IIpobnemsl. ITpuknagHbie
acriektsl. M. : Jlura Pazym, 2000. C. 124; Ky3smun C. B. IIporpamMHo-1IeneBON MeTO]
OpraHM3alli paccleloBaHus Kpax. [Ipobnemvl npedsapumenvHo2o cleocmeus U
603HaHu;1 coopHux Hayynwix mpyoos. M. : U3n-so BHUU MBI P®, 1994. C. 23.

! T'ycros T. A. TIporpaMMHO-II€NEBOH METOJ OPTaHH3aIMH PACKPHITHS YOUICTS
yuyeObHoe mocobue. VHCTUTYT NOBBIIIEHHS KBaIU(UK. MPOKYPOPCKO-CIEICTBEHHBIX
pabdotHukoB IIpoxyparyper P® CII6, 1993. C. 7.

2 Yyxukos C. 0. IIporpaMmHO-1I€1€BOM METOJ B pacciel0BaHUN NPECTYIUICHUH,
COBEpILEHHBIX B YCIOBUAX HEOUEBUAHOCTU: AKTYallbHbIE TPOOIEMBI IOPUIMUECKON HAYKH.
Tamuwesckue umeHuss : aKmyaibHvle HPOOIEMbl HAVKU U Npakmuku @ AxkmyanibHvle
npobdemvl OpuOUdecKol Hayku : MaTepuanbl V I00HIeHHON MeXIyHapOJHON Hay4dHO-
npaktudeckoit kondepenuuu. TompsatTu : BYUT, 2008. Y. 4. C. 219-225.
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determining the current situation, finding out the tasks of investigation
and selecting the means to achieve them?.

According to 1.0.VVozgreen, program (algorithm) of investigation is
a system of information on the sequence of investigative actions which
are most typical for the investigation of this category of criminal cases.
Such programs are being developed for different stages of investigation
by investigative situations which is the most commonly encountered
however, taking into account a number of factors.

We can agree with the opinion of E.P. Ishchenko, , who indicates
that a set of tactical tasks, which are specified by subject of proof forms
the basis of the program-target complex, which, directs the tactical
activity of the investigator suring working with the source of evidence
and making procedural decisions®.

As V.0O. Konovalova emphasizes, in the methodics of investigation
of certain types of crimes an important place belongs to tactical
operations where they have significant efficiency especially in such
circumstances of the investigation, where organization and efficiency are
necessary and, where the loss of at least one of the components of such
an operation threatens its failure. Therefore, the formulation of these
operations would be useful in the form of algorithms for tasks, identified
by the investigator in typical investigative situations.

It should be noted that the whole process of investigation of the
crime, and the actions of the investigator directed to the knowledge of its
particular circumstances.

The scene of crime is a significant source of forensic information
which detection should be carried out through a specified program of
action.

To achieve the objectives of the study of the crime scene and
successful solving of tasks which pointed out to investigator in
criminalistics there should be a unified system of scientific provisions

23 3opun I'. A. Kpumunamucrtudeckas merojgosiorus. Muuck : Amandes, 2000.
C. 145-146.

24 Bosrpun  U. A. Hayunble  OCHOBBI ~ KPUMHUHAJIMCTUYECKOHM  METOIUKH
paccienoBanus npecryrienuit. CII0. : [6.1.], 1993. Y. IV. C. 21.

® Nmenxo E.TIL Kpumunamucruka : Kypc nekumii. M. : HOpunudeckas dupma
«KOHTPAKT» ; ACT-MOCKBA, 2007. C. 176.

2% KomnosanoBa B.O. EdekrnHicTh peai3aiii airopuTMiB y METOMMIN PO3CIi-
NyBaHHS 370YUHIB. [Ipasosi 3acadu nidsuuwjeHus eghekmusHocmi 60pomvOU 3i 3/104UH-
Hicmio 6 Yxpaini . maTep. HayK. KoH., 15 Tpas. 2008p. X. : [Ipaso, 2008. C. 170-172.
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and practical recommendations based on them, in the form of a study
program of the crime scene.

Study program of the crime scene is a system of recommendations
for the systematization of tasks, methods and actions of an investigator
to achieve the purpose of the investigation by solving specific problems
which aimed at detecting, analysis and fixation of criminalistically
important information the source of which is the environment where
crime was preparing, committing and concealing.

The structure of the program consists of the following elements:

1) the purpose of investigating the crime scene;

2) the task of studying of the crime scene;

3) means and methods for investigating the crime scene.

In order to implement a crime investigation program, it is necessary
to determine the goals of its knowledge.

"The operation of the notion of" the purpose of cognitive activity"
makes it possible to distinguish in the object of cognition those sides and
properties that satisfy the particular cognitive need of the subject"’.

As S.A. Shafer noted, the goal is an ideal image of a result of
activity that is ahead of the activity itself”®. The literature indicates that,
to some extent, the target may act as a system-generating factor®.

The objectives of knowing of the crime scene can be divided into
basic and additional. It should be noted that the purpose of knowing of
the crime scene coincides with the purpose of the investigation in
general — establishing of the crime scene.

For additional purposes, knowledge of the crime scene can be
attributed:

a) extraction of forensic-sensitive information from the
investigated object in relation to other circumstances of the event and the
persons who took part in it;

b) detection of new circumstances relevant to criminal
proceedings;

c) checking available information in criminal proceedings.

" KusmspkoB A.C. 06 YTrOJIOBHO-TIPOLIECCYalbHOM U KPUMHHAJIMCTHUYECKOM
NOHMMaHUM LeNed M 3a7ad  CIEACTBEHHOIro  jAelcTBuUA.  Becmuux  Tomckozo
zocydagcmeeHHoeo yrusepcumema. 2011. Ne 347 C. 100.

2 o .

Hleitipep C. A. CnenctBennsle aeiictBus. Cucrtema M mpoueccyaibHas (opma.
M. : FOpmutuadopm, 2001. C. 18.
2% Angnpees U. J. Teopust kak (popma opraHusalikiy HayqHoro sHanus. M. : Hayka,1979. C. 9-10.
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The purpose is a real or ideal object of conscious or unconscious
desire of the subject; the final result on which the process is intentionally
directed. The achievement of the above result becomes possible by
solving the tasks set before the investigator.

During investigating the crime scene investigator should set and
solve a system of general and individual tasks. General tasks are those
tasks that an investigator must solve after studying the whole system of
the crime scene, individual tasks are that the one wechich investigator
solves in the study of a particular environment (material, microsocial
and moral-psychological).

General ones include the following tasks:

— identify the features of the crime;

— determine the type of crime which was committed,;

— determine for which stage of the crime (preparation, realization,
concealment) revealed the situation of the crime is typical;

— to determine the material, microsocial and moral-psychological
environment in which the crime was committed;

— to determine whether the crime was committed spontaneously or
its implementation was preceded by a stage of training;

— to identify changes in the crime scene that are not related to the
crime;

— to determine the elements of the crime scene that are related to
the crime;

— to identify the elements of the crime scene which are containing
forensic information;

— to determine the presence or absence of signs of staging a crime
scene;

— to identify the factors that led to the change or damage the crime
scene (climatic conditions, actions of persons, etc.);

— to identify persons who caused changes in the crime scene
(offender, victim, witness);

— to determine the connection of the crime scene with the method
of committing a crime (which means, implements and other accessories
were used to commit a crime);

— to determine the connection between the crime scene and the
person of the offender;

— to determine the nature of the actions committed by the offender
in the context of the crime, their algorithm and consistency;
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— to determine whether the witnesses were at the time of
committing the crime, the nature of their actions;

— to determine the behavior of the victim, whether they have
committed acts of resistance to the offender;

— determine the connection of the crime scene with the object of
the crime.

Individual tasks which should be solved by the investigator in the
study of the material environment:

— to identify and fixate the system of material objects available at
the time of the research;

— to identify the climatic conditions in which the crime was
committed,

— to set the time, spatial characteristics of the crime scene

— to determine the source of the object's origin and the logic of its
availability in the investigated crime scene;

— to identify the personal and imported features of the object;

— to determine the places of the object at the time of the
commission of the crime and to commit a crime, its before criminal
characteristics;

— to establish the influence of the offender on a set of objects,
which make up the system of the environment and establish its nature;

— to identify and fix material traces;

— to determine the absence in the environment of the crime of
material objects, which must be in it under normal conditions of its
existence;

— to determine the carriers of information about the method of
crime, the object of the crime and the identity of the offender and their
research, analysis;

— to determine the manner in which the crime was committed,
tools and means which where used to commit the crime;

— to determine the object of a criminal offense, its features and
qualitative characteristics;

— to find out the identity of the offender, his characteristics, the
nature of his behavior;

— to figure out the identity of the victim and the witness, their
characteristics and behavior.

Individual tasks which should be solved by the investigator in the
study of microsocial environment:
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— establishment of information on the circumstances of the case;

— establishment of information regarding the material environment
in which the crime was prepared, committed and concealed, its
qualitative and quantitative characteristics;

— establishment of means by which a criminal result was achieved;

— establishment of circumstances conducive to the commission of
a crime; which complicated the commission of a crime and the ways of
overcoming it by a criminal;

— establishment of information about the offender's identity;

— establishment of motives for committing a crime;

— establishing information about the offender's relations with other
people, labor, collective, service, family relationship, other information,
which characterize the offender, as part of society and can explain the
determinants of his behavior;

— establishment of information about the relationship of the
offender with the victim, the presence of a conflict situation;

— establishing information on the method of crime, the object of
the attack.

The study of the moral and psychological environment provides the
opportunity to establish moral and psychological conditions in which
there were participants of the crime in the preparation, implementation
and concealment of a crime.

Individual tasks which should be solved by the investigator in the
study of moral and psychological environment:

— to determine the moral and psychological conditions in which
the process of preparation, realization and concealment of a crime
proceeded;

— to identify the moral and psychological circumstances that
contributed or prevented the process of preparation, implementation and
concealment of the crime;

— to determine the moral and psychological relations between the
perpetrator and the victim;

— to determine the moral-psychological relationship between the
offender and other actors of the crime.

The solution of the above tasks will enable the investigator to obtain
information regarding the occurrence of the criminal event in conditions
which they are being investigated, the person of the offender, the way in
which the crime was committed, the object encounter, to determine valid
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versions and to make decisions and decide regarding the planning of the
further investigation.

Effective application of the crime investigation study program is
possible with the aid of the step-by-step task solving the tasks facing the
investigator. Efficiency and rationality of problem solving depends on
the system of successive actions aimed at investigating the crime.

Investigation of the crime scene as an object of knowledge becomes
possible by using the system of means of cognition, which are
established by procedural legislation — investigative (searches) actions
and the secret investigator (searches) actions, as well as through
operational-search activities which are provided by the relevant law. The
system of means by which the knowledge of the crime scene is carried
out is the unity of certain components, which are interconnected with
each other and constitute a sustainable organization. Means of
knowledge of the crime scene have the same object of knowledge. They
are combined for the similar purpose — establishing the circumstances of
a criminal offense for its effective and prompt investigation.

CONCLUSIONS

For criminalistics has interest the study of the properties of the
person, which determine the processes of preparing, committing and
concealing a crime, as well as has the features to be displayed in the
environment, thud while interacting with other elements of the
environment to cause the appearance of the effect of each other. Since
the person of the offender directly interacts with the environment, in the
commission of a crime, for criminalistics is also of interest to study the
environment, in particular the scene of crime.

The crime sscene and the person of the offender as elements of a
united structure of the crime are in mutual dependence and linked by
relevant links at the stage of preparation for a crime, his commission and
subsequent concealment.

The environment in which the offender is located indirectly or
directly influences his behavior. The situation of the crime determines
the behavior of the offender, affects the decisions that offender takes,
participates in the formation and change of motive, intent, directs his
actions.

It should be noticed that the offender also affects the crime scene.
During the preparation for a crime the person of the offender is studying
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and assesses the scene of crime and shapes its model for the future, in other
words, makes a forecast. If the crime scene and its predicted model are in
line with the requirements for a successful criminal offense the offender
will commit the crime without significant change in the crime scene.

If the crime scene is unfavorable for the commission of the crime,
the offender will take action on its conversion changes to create
favorable conditions for committing a criminal act. In case the change in
the unfavorable the crime scene is impossible the offender may refuse to
commit a crime at all.

Also, acting in the crime scene the offender leaves in it the results
of the interaction which changes its original state. Investigation of the
crime scene gives opportunity to get information about the person of the
offender, the features of his character, criminal qualification, mental
health and other information which make it possible to identify the
person who committed the crime.

Knowledge of the crime scene investigator occurs at the empirical
and theoretical levels. The investigator discovers the environment in
which the crime was committed, carries out its research, finds
criminolistically meaningful information, defines the relationship with
other circumstances of the crime. Thus, the crime scene during
conducting a pre-trial investigation serves as the object of knowledge
which is entering into the interaction with the subject of knowledge
(investigator or other authorized person) provides the ability to detect
and record information, which matters for crime investigation.

In realizing the scrutiny of the crime scene the investigator should use
a certain program of its research, in particular a system of
recommendations for systematization of tasks, methods and actions of an
investigator to achieve the purpose of the investigation by solving specific
problems aimed at detecting, analyzing and fixing criminolistically
meaningful information the source of which is the environment in which
the crime was prepared, committed and concealed.

The study program of the crime scene consists of the following
elements:

a) the objectives of investigating of the crime scene;

b) tasks of investigation of the crime scene;

c) methods and means for investigating of the crime scene.

The main purpose of the study of the crime scene is to establish the
circumstances of the crime.
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Additional objectives of the study of the crime scene include the
following:

a) obtaining criminolistically meaningful information from the
investigated object in relation to other circumstances of the event and the
persons who took part in it;

b) identification of new circumstances that are relevant for criminal
proceedings;

c) checking available information in criminal proceedings.

During investigating the crime scene, the investigator should set
general tasks, which determine the direction of investigation of the
whole crime scene. Moreover, investigator should set certain tasks to be
solved in the study of the relevant environment, which is part of the
internal structure of the crime scene (material, microsocial and moral-
psychological).

As a means by which research of crime scene is carried out the
investigator uses directly the appropriate investigative actions, as well as
operational-search activities.

To obtain a coherent picture of the conditions in which the crime
was committed for a comprehensive and complete investigation of the
crime scene the investigator should use a systematic approach to
conducting investigative actions. The system which is used by him
should be clearly formed, planned and carried out according to a certain
algorithm.

System in the application of appropriate means of investigating the
crime scene will provide an opportunity for their rational and effective
use in order to obtain criminolistically meaningful information crime
investigation.

The scene of a crime includes a set of information that forms a
certain information environment in the investigation of which an
investigator forms an evidentiary basis, which is necessary to investigate
the crime and establish its appropriate circumstances.

Depending on the nature of the information containing the crime
scene, its sources, ways of detection and fixing it can be defined as
evidence. Thus, the crime scene can act as a system that is the bearer of
evidential information.

Thus, the commission of each crime is accompanied by a certain set
of realities of reality, which directly or indirectly influence all stages of
the implementation of a criminal act. It is the crime situation, as a
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complex category, which includes in its composition a number of
interrelated elements, allows forming a holistic perception of a set of
conditions, in which a crime was committed.

SUMMARY

The importance of information about the crime scene for crimes
investigation is considered in the article. The significance of the data
about crime scene for the cognitive activity of the investigator is
scrutinized. Moreover, the importance of data about the crime scene for
the construction of the versions and planning of the investigation is
mentioned. The definition of the scene of crime and its significance for
criminalistics science is disclosed. The significance of the algorithmic
activity of the investigator is considered. The programe of crime scene
scrutiny by the investigator is proposed. The structure of the program
and methods of its application is established.
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