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1. Introduction: Addressing the growing crisis of domestic violence
in Ukraine

Domestic violence has become an alarming crisis in Ukraine,
exacerbated by the all-out war. In 2023 alone, 291,428 cases were officially
reported, an increase of 19% compared to 2022 [1]. Research suggests that
60% of reported perpetrators were linked to military service, highlighting the
profound societal impact of the war [2].

In the midst of these challenges, our NGO, Etude Académique des Droits
de I'Homme et du Constitutionnalisme (EADHC), has launched an initiative
to strengthen the capacity of local authorities to combat domestic violence.
Our project aims to align Ukraine's response mechanisms with European
standards, in particular the Istanbul Convention, and to empower local and
regional authorities to take a leading role in prevention and victim support.

This report provides an overview of our initiative, focusing on the legal
framework, policy recommendations and a practical toolkit for local
authorities.

2. The role of local government in combating domestic violence

Local and regional authorities are often the first point of contact
for victims of domestic violence. Their role goes beyond administrative
functions and includes:

— prevention measures, such as awareness campaigns and territorial
community engagement;

— coordination of victim support services, including shelters and psycho-
logical support;

— working with law enforcement agencies to ensure that protection
mechanisms are effectively implemented.

However, Ukrainian local and regional authorities lack structured
training and legal guidance on their role in responding to cases of domestic
violence. Our project fills this gap by developing evidence-based
recommendations and capacity-building materials.
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We plan to research the French and Council of Europe models in order
to propose a framework tailored to Ukraine's post-war reconstruction
context.

3. Project deliverables: Policy and Awareness Toolkit for Local
Authorities

Our initiative focuses on the development of a comprehensive policy
and awareness toolkit, which will include:

— legal and policy recommendations (analysis of French best practices
and recommendations to improve Ukrainian legislation, as well as the
guidelines for local and regional authorities on how to integrate relevant
human rights standards into local policies);

— methodology to create training resources for local authorities (probably
a structured training programme for local government officials, inspired
by Council of Europe materials, case studies of effective local interventions
to combat domestic violence etc.);

— strategies for awareness-raising campaigns (we target public
information materials to engage communities in prevention efforts, as well
as the recommendations for cooperation between civil society and local /
regional authorities).

Our project so far is pro bono, and we invite international and national
experts to contribute to the project and promote cross-sectoral knowledge
exchange.

4. The importance of European standards: the Istanbul Convention
as a roadmap

The Istanbul Convention sets out binding legal obligations for States
Parties and ensures a coordinated, multi-level approach to combating
domestic violence. Although Ukraine ratified the Convention in 2022,
implementation at the local level remains uneven.

Our project highlights the Council of Europe's role in setting inter-
national standards, while adapting them to the unique context of Ukraine.
Key areas of adaptation include strengthening local legal frameworks
to ensure compliance with human rights obligations, as well as strengthening
inter-municipal cooperation in victim protection programmes.

By bridging the gap between legal obligations and municipal practices,
our initiative contributes to sustainable systemic change.

5. Conclusion: Building a sustainable model for local action

Domestic violence is not just a private issue — it is a human rights
violation that requires a structured response at all of the levels — starting
from the level of local self-government. Our initiative provides a scalable,
policy-driven approach to ensure that Ukraine's local and regional authorities
are equipped to effectively address this pressing challenge.
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The Etude Académique des Droits de I'Homme et du Constitutionnalisme
continues to work with international stakeholders to implement best
practices and advocate for stronger legal protections. We invite partners,
researchers and policymakers to support and contribute to our efforts.
Follow our updates and engagement opportunities:

Website: https://eadhc.fr/

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/eadh/

Together, we can make a lasting impact to ensure safety and justice for
victims of domestic violence in Ukraine.
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EMOIIMHAM IHTEJEKT SIK ®AKTOP IICUXOJOTI'TYHOI
CTIMKOCTI KIHOK, SIKI 3A3HAJIA JOMAIIHHOI'O
HACHWJIBCTBA

Hecrtepuyk BikTopist BanenTuniBna
HAyKo8Uil CRiBPOOIMHUK BIOOLTY Oopearnizayii HayKogoi disibHOCHI,
Oo0ecobkutl OeparcagHUll yHIGepCUmen 6HYMpPIWHIX Cnpag
m. Odeca, Yrpaina

JloMaImHe HACHIIBCTBO € 3HAYHOIO COI[iaJIbHOIO MpoOieMoro B YKpaiHi,
IO MPOSIBIISIETBCS Y CHUCTEMaTHYHOMY 3aCTOCYBaHHI (Di3MYHOTO, TICHXOJIO-
T'YHOT0, EKOHOMIYHOTO 200 CEeKCYaJIbHOrO HaCHJILCTBA B CiM’T 4K OIM3BKHX
crocyHkax. lle siBuille Mae CyTTEBI HETaTHBHI HACTIIKHU TS MTOCTPAKIAIIHX,
cepell SIKUX OCOOJHMBO BPa3MUBUMH € KiHKH [1]. 3a CcTaTHCTHKOIO came
JKIHKU CKJIAZIAF0Th MEPEBaXKHY OUTBIIICTh MOCTPAXKAAIMX B JOMAIIHBOTO
HACWJIBCTBA [2; 3], 110 MPU3BOIUTH JO 3HAYHUX CEMOIHUX, (I3UYHHUX Ta
MICUXOJIOTIYHAX TPaBM, 30KpeMa XPOHIYHOTO CTpPECy, TPUBOXKHOCTI,
JeTpecii, 3HIKSHAS CaMOOIIHKY, MMOYYTTSA MPOBHHHU Ta COPOMY, a TaKOX
CTpaxy mepen MaifOyTHIM, COiaTbHOI 130111 i TPYAHOIIIB Y BCTAHOBJICHHI
HOBHX CTOCYHKIB.
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