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“HOMO SOVIETICUS” IN MODERN UKRAINIAN
HISTORIOGRAPHY

Kahanov Yu. O.

INTRODUCTION

The formation of views among Ukrainian scientists on the transformation
of personality in the realities of the post-Stalin era took place within the
conditions somewhat different from the Western or Russian cases. The
renaissance of the Ukrainian state has raised the question of the study of
“white” spots and frankly forged pages of national history. The main topics of
historical research were aimed at the Cossacks period, the Ukrainian National
Democratic Revolution (1917-1921), the Holodomor (1932-1933) and the
mass repressions of the 1930s, the Ukrainian liberation movement of World
War I, etc. From the Soviet period, the focus of attention was primarily on
the Stalinism era. The period of 1953-1991 remained on the margins.
Ukrainian science had to go through its own “re-Stalinization” of modern
history.

1. Public consciousness of the inhabitants
of the post-Stalin USSR in historiography
Only in the early 2000s there emerged dedicated studies on the mass
consciousness of the citizens of the post-Stalin Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic (Ukrainian SSR), In 2006 the articles, dedicated to the outlook of
citizens of Ukraine during the ‘thaw’ period, were published. These were the
first articles, written by Mykola Bregeda, postgraduate student of the Chair of
Ukrainian History at Poltava State Pedagogical University. In his opinion, the
destalinization process had a huge impact on public consciousness since it
contributed to breaking down numerous stereotypes of the Stalinism era. The
author outlined the specifics of changes in the outlook of the key social
groups: peasants, working people, intellectuals, security workers,
establishment. As his work shows, the proliferation of critical attitude, amid
destalinization backdrop, towards the current authorities headed by
M. Khrushchev and freer interpretation of the facts of the authority’s abuse
during Stalin’s “cult of personality” have become an unexpected challenge for
USSR power elites®.

! Bperema M. CycrinsHo-TomiTHuRi HacTpoi yKpaiHCBKOi iHTemiremmii micma XX 3°i3my
KIIPC. Hayxosi s3anucku B/I1Y imeni M. Koyrobuncokoeo. Icmopis. Binnuusg, 2006. Bum. 11.
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In 2007 Vasyl Zemlyuk, researcher of Chernivtsi National University,
defended his thesis work on the political identity of the citizens of Ukrainian
SSR during 1960s-1980s. In the author’s opinion, political identity is
manifested in the individual’s sense of belonging to a particular group (party,
movement, ideological trend, etc) and/or identifying oneself with a particular
political position®. As a result of a purposeful state policy of inculcating
communist values, the characteristic traits of the citizens of Ukrainian SSR
were “almost complete sense loss of identity as a subject of history, master of
his own destiny; political nihilism; inferiority, conformism; marginalism;
indifference to civil-political rights, ambivalence (dissociation of personality,
duality); ultimate obedience to authorities; life according to the principles: ‘it
is no business of mine...’, ‘slow and easy wins the race’, etc; paternalism;
incredulous attitude towards authorities and leaders; low level of political
culture, political limitations. A greater part of the population was
characterized by social apathy, passivity, opportunism, treating political
actions as formal rituals, legal nihilism™>.

The reaction of Ukraine citizens to the death of Stalin attracted the
attention of Vasyl Shvidkiy, a senior researcher at the Institute of History of
Ukraine of NASU. Quite rightly, he identifies it as a key factor in the
evolution of public consciousness in the early 1950s and highlights the
difference in the assessment of this event by representatives of different social
groups (establishment, peasants, working people, intellectuals). At the same

C. 275-279 ; Bperema M. Ouinka HacenenusiMm Hammninpsiaumaun nomosiai M. Xpymosa “TIpo
KylnbT ocobu Ta ioro Hacmiaku” Ha XX 3°i3mi KIIPC. Axmyansui npobremu imuususanoi ma
6ceceimnvoi icmopii: naykosi zanucku P/I'Y. Piue, 2006. Bum. 10. C. 4044 ; Bperema M.
OcoBIMBOCTI CYCITITbHOI CBiTOMOCTI HACETEHHS pajSHChKOi Ykpainu micms cMepti M. Cranina.
Icmopuuna nam’ame. Ilonrasa, 2006. Ne 2. C. 97-104 ; Bperena M. CtaBieHHs yKpaiHCBKOTO
HaCeJIeHHs JI0 Kypcy Ha COLiallbHy INepeopieHTalilo ekoHoMiku nepxkasu (1953 pik). Haykosi
npayi icmopuurozo gaxyismemy 3anopizeko2o 0epacarozo yrieepcumemy. 3anopixoks, 2000.
Bum. 20. C. 257-262 ; bperena M. CrapieHHs HaceleHHs pamsHCBKOI YKpAiHM 10 yCYHEHHS
M. Xpymosa Big Biaagu. Eminak. 2007. Ne 1.C.61-67 ; Bperema M. CrapieHHS HaceleHHs
VYxpaincekoi PCP o mpouecy aecraninizauii (1953—1964 pokn) : aBroped. amc. ... KaHI. icT.
Hayk : 07.00.01. Mukomais, 2009. 20 c. ; bperema M. B. Ilporec necraminizamii i cycminbHi
HacTpoi yKpaiHchKoro HaceneHHs y 1953-1964 pp. : monorpadis. Muxonais : Imion, 2010. 186 c.

%2 3emmok B.II. Tonitmuna imentmumicts B YKpaiHi B mepiof Kpusd “pO3BHHYTOrO
comiamiaMy” 1 3100yTTS Aep)KaBHOI HE3aJIEKHOCTI : aBTOped. AWC. ... KaHI. MOJIT. HAyK :
23.00.02. Kwuis, 2007. C.7 ; 3emmok B. CorianbHO-eKOHOMIUHI YMHHHMKH TpaHCc]opMarii
MOJITHYHOI iIEHTHYHOCTI B YKpaini B poku “mepeOymoBu”. [ines: uayxoeuil gichux. 2007.
Bum. 9. C. 175-186 ; 3emirok B. Oco6auBOCTI MONITHYHOT CBITOMOCTI YKPaiHCHKOTO CYCIIIIbCTBA
(1985-1991 pp.). Bicnux Ilpuxapnamcekozo yuieepcumemy. Ilonimonozis. IBaHo-DpaHKIBCEK,
1995. Bum. 2-3. C. 13-18.

® 3emmox B. I1. Tonmitmuna inenTHumicTs B YkpaiHi B Tlepion KpH3u “pO3BHHYTOTO
comiamiaMy” 1 3100yTTS AEp)KaBHOI HE3aJIEKHOCTI : aBTOped. AWC. ... KaHI. MOJIT. HAyK :
23.00.02. Kwuis, 2007. C. 12.
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time, the author’s hardly critical attitude towards the mood of the population
of the Republic is surprising. In spite of the fact that this data wasn’t intended
for a wide public, it also didn’t entirely reflect the full palette of public
sentiment”.

Yurii Kolesnyk, a professor of the Cherkasy State University, made a
significant contribution to the study of the role of the media as an instrument
for spreading communist ideology. He focused on the functioning of the
Ukrainian SSR periodicity during the post-Stalin era and defined key methods
of influence of the authorities on the public consciousness:

1) name-calling — using blatantly negative terms for characterizing people
and events (‘pests’, ‘enemies’, ‘agents’);

2) ‘glowing generality’ — attributing generic names with a positive
connotation to specific people or organizations (‘dear Party’, ‘Father-Lenin’,
‘fraternal peoples’);

3) ‘transfer’ — the positive side was the imperceptible distribution of the
authority of a person/social institution to people or organization to be
supported (Lenin Komsomol, ‘Children of October’), negative side — to
associate with persistent repellent images (‘Hitler’s survivors’);

4) ‘plain folks” — showcasing authorities as a part of common people;

5) ‘catch questions” — using deformed logic for shaping up necessary
conclusions, etc.’

Natalia Gordina, a researcher from Chernihiv, completed her thesis work
on “Social-political attitudes of the Ukrainian SSR population under the
“perestroika’” period (1985-1991)”. According to her observations, the period
of Mikhail Gorbachev’s rule became a time of fundamental changes in the
minds of Ukrainian people. If during 1985-1986, the mood of apathy and
state abstention dominated by inertia, declaration of ‘glasnost’ shattered the
taboo on discussing acute social-economic, and later political issues. As a
result, society is starting to be rapidly politicized. The traditional social

* [Isumkuii B. Togis K (akTop BIUMBY Ha TIOBEIHKY Ta CBiTOMICTB TpOMAnsH B Ykpaini
(1953 p.). Vkpaina XX cm.: kyaemypa, ideonocis, nonimuxa. Kuis, 2011. Bum. 16. C. 83-98 ;
IIBunkuit B. Iloxis sk (axkTop BIUIMBY Ha MOBEMIHKY Ta CBIIOMICTH I'pOMajsiH B YKpaiHi
(1953 p.). Vrpaina XX cm.: kyromypa, ideonozis, norimuka. Kuis, 2012. Bum. 17. C. 167-185.

Komnicauk 10. B. ®opMyBaHHS CycHiibHOI CBIZIOMOCTI JKypHaJlbHOIO mepiogukoro YPCP
(19501980 pp.) : monorpadist. Yepkacu : I1I1 Yabaunenko, 2008. 290 c. ; Komicuuk FO. utsdao-
1oHanpKa npeca YPCP Ta ii pons y popmyBanHi cycnineHoi cBinoMocTi. 36ipnuk npays Hayxoso-
oocnionozo incmumy npecosuaécmea. 2011. Bum. 1. C. 75-84 ; Komichnk 10. B. Xypranena
nepiomuka YPCP (1950-1980 pp.) y dpopmyBaHHi CycmiipHOI CBiZOMOCTI : aBTOped. AUC. ... I-pa
HaykK i3 con. komyHikaniif : 27.00.04. Kui, 2013. 36 c. ; Konmicauk 0. MaHinynsTHBHUH BIUTHB
xypHanbHOI nepiogukn YPCP Ha cBimomicts rpomansH. 36ipuux npaybs Haykoeo-docnionozo
incmumymy npecosnascmea. 2015. Bum. 5. C. 278-295.
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contract of the late Soviet times — “silence in exchange for a minimum of
material goods” was destroyed®.

The monograph of Donetsk scientist Olena Styazhkina “A Citizen in the
Soviet province: Mastering the Language” turned out to be a real event in the
Ukrainian academic discourse “homo sovieticus”. The researcher suggested
an original vision for citizen’s life in the Donbass during Soviet times,
showing it as a merger of peasant and urban traditions, different cultures and
mentalities. What is important is to call not to treat a Communist “newspeak”
solely as a way of stultification of the people or a pass to the world with better
material goods. O. Styazhkina states: “The verbal codes of the soviet language
“extended their hand” to those who wanted to change and change their way of
life. This language, sometimes ugly, bureaucratic, forked, still had the kind of
meanings that people were expecting. These meanings were shaped up around
the desire for justice (it should be noticed, that the desire for mercy is what
people often call the desire for justice™”.

Manifestations of Soviet identity in the south of Ukraine became the
subject of study by Zaporizhzhia scholar Tatiana Moldavska. Based on dozens
of oral histories recorded in Zaporizhzhia, Mykolaiiv, Kherson and Odessa
regions, she reproduced the system of values of the “Soviet citizen”:

1) assessment of the Soviet system as an order, discipline, “strong hand”;

2) acceptance of political terror as given, without which the country
cannot exist;

3) sharp negative evaluation of democracy and free speech;

4) a negative attitude towards actualization of the topics related to
Holodomors, World War |1, repressions;

5) justification of existence of nepotism, careerism, bureaucratization
during the USSR era — “it could not have been otherwise”;

6) pronounced paternalistic expectations of the state and authorities®.

51 opaina H. Peakuis nacenennss YPCP na nomituky kepiBaunra CPCP miomo aktusizanii
“moncbkoro  ¢akropy”  (xBiteHp 1985-1986 pp.) Haykosuii  eicnux  Yepniseyvkozo
ynisepcumemy. Icmopis. Ilonimuuni nayxu. Migcnapooui eionocunu. 2010. Bum. 514-515.
C. 202205 ; Topaina H. Brutus nositiky riiacHocTi Ha (hopMyBaHHS HacTpoiB HaceneHHs YPCP
(1986-1991). Bicnux Kuiscokoeo nayionansnozo yuieepcumemy im. Tapaca Illesuenka. Icmopis.
2010. Bun. 100. C.6-10 ; I'opuina H. O. CycninsHo-noniTuusi Hactpoi Hacenenus YPCP B
yMmoBax “repeOynoBu” (1985-1991 pp.) : aBroped. mmc. ... kaHx. ictT. Hayk : 07.00.01. Kwuis,
2012. 15¢.

T Crsxxima O. B. JliomuHa B pajsHCBKill TIPOBIHIIT : OCBOEHHs (Bim)MOBH. JlOHeNbK :
HOVIJIIJIK, 2013. 295 c.

8 Monnasceka T. PafsHChka ifeHTHUHICTH Ta 1i BIUIMB Ha (DOPMYBAHHS CYdYACHHX
CYCHITBPHUX CTEPEOTHINiB JIFOJCH IMOXMIOro BiKy : (3a MarepiaJaMH yCHO iCTOPHYHHX JpKEpel
IiBnus Vkpaiun). Haykosi 3anucku [Hayionanenozo ynieepcumemy “Ocmpo3svra axademis”].
Kynvmyponoeisn. 2013. Bum. 12, 4. 2. C. 38-48.
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Changes in the mass consciousness of Ukrainians of the post-Stalin era
are studied by Nadiya Kindrachuk, a scientist at Vasyl Stefanyk
Precarpathian National University. In her opinion, the process of
constructing Soviet identity was conducted in conjunction with an erosion
of Ukrainian national consciousness and culture. During 1950-1980 the
course of propagation of the atheistic worldview, based on communist
dogmas, continued to be incorporated, the manifestations of Ukrainian
identity in the environment of the humanitarian intelligentsia were
persecuted. Instead, the mass media, controlled by the government, shaped
up a loyal value-based model of the information space. It was based on
strict control over the content of print media and broadcast programs,
impatience of views, which differed from the official point of view,
prevention of negative evaluations of the authorities and communist
ideology, blurring of national symbols and feelings®.

2. The philosophical and cultural dimensions
of the Ukrainian discourse of the “Soviet man”

The philosophical and cultural dimensions of the Ukrainian discourse on
the “Soviet citizen” focused mainly on identifying their intrinsic
characteristics in general, without raising the question of republican
specificity. Kharkiv researcher Iryna Mukhina set a goal to figure out the
system of values of the Soviet society. According to her statements, Soviet
educational and cultural space was shaped up as a result of mixing up two
social forces: radical intellectuals and the ones, who came from working —
peasant masses. From the late 1930s, the second force became dominant,
which marked the massification of USSR cultural space. The leading ideas, on
which shaping up of the “New Man” was based, were the following: justice in
the form of elimination of human exploitation by man; unity in the form of
proletarian solidarity; collectivism as a basis of social life and building up an

® Kinmpauyk H. M. TIpoTHCTOSHHS pansHCHKOI Ta YKPATHCHKOT HAT[OHATHHOT {IeHTHIHOCTI B
Hepiofl CTBOPEHHs 1 BNPOBAIKEHHsA HOBOI pajstHchkoi obpsmoBocti (60—70-ti pp. XX ct.).
Haykoei npayi icmopuunozo ¢axynememy 3anopizpko2o HAYIOHALHO2O —VHiBepcumemy.
3amopixoks, 2015. Bum. 44, 1. 1. C. 273-276 ; Kinapauyk H. M. PagsHceki 3acodu mMacoBoi
iH(opManii sk izeonoridHe 3HapAANsA pyHHaIi HAI[iOHAIBHOI IICHTUYHOCTI YKpalHIIB: KiHEIpb
50-x—70-1i pp. XX ct. Jlimepamypa ma xynomypa Ioniccs. Hixun, 2016. Bum. 83. C. 90-97 ;
Kinapauyk H. M. HenpumupeHHICTh pafssHCBKOI 11€0M10Ti1 3 yKpaiHChKOKO HAIiOHAIBHOIO iIe€r0
B ictopuuHiii Hayni YPCP npotsirom 60-x—70-x pp. XX c1. Inmenicenyis i é1ada : 30. HayK. 1Ip.
Opeca, 2016. Bum. 34. C. 111-122 ; Kinapauyk H. M. BopoTs0a paasHCchKoi BIaam 3 i€0I0Tier0
“ykpaiHcpkoro Oyp:KyasHOro HamioHanisMy” B icropuunii Hayni YPCP mporsrom 70-x pp.
XX cr. Haykosi npayi icmopuunozo ¢axynvmemy 3anopizpko2o HAyioOHATbHO2O YHIGEPCUMEmY .
3anopixoks, 2016. Bum. 46. C. 282-285.
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ideal society where happiness, goodness, prosperity and inexhaustible forces
of science, education, and culture prevail*°.

In our opinion, the researcher described only the declarative part of the
Communist personality project. Referring from official documents to the
practice of upbringing the masses by the Soviet system, there is a great gap
between the proclaimed and the real goals of shaping up a “New Man”. The
biographies of dissidents and human rights activists, who seemed to meet the
criteria of a “real Soviet citizen” can serve as a case study: convinced,
politically active, stand for equality and democracy, fight for the
implementation of the main theses of the USSR constitution. While in
practice, they were severely persecuted for their unwillingness to suppress
social problems and criticism of the authorities.

Olena Levchenko, a researcher at Kyiv National University of Culture and
Arts, based on the materials of cinema and theater, studied the impact of
artistic culture on the mass consciousness of the USSR citizens. She suggested
the view of Soviet culture as an encrypted text, which requires reading and
has unexpected forms: lubok (folk forms of the art, brought to “high” art
during massification), social order (a mechanism of the relations facilitation
artist — authorities — society), terror (extreme mechanism of culture
facilitation), etc. The USSR cinema and theater performed the role of the
world picture compilers for enormous masses of people, who experienced a
transition from an agricultural to an industrial society. The models they
suggested were a common denominator between the expectations of the
masses, authorities” interests and a creative search for cultural figures*’.

Mary Stolyar, a philosopher at Chernihiv National Pedagogical University,
studied the culture of laughter in Soviet society, which in the writings of the
author appears as a powerful form of human resistance to the ideological
pressure of the totalitarian regime. The main confrontation vectors turned out
to be humanism as a denial of the class approach (revival of human values in
contradiction to narrow political), moral denial of the morality (derision of

0 Myxina I T. Bimme ocBiTH Ta KymbTypd Ha (DOPMYBaHHS DajfHCHKOrO MEHTANITETY.
Bicnux  Xapxiecvkoeo nayionanvhoeo nedacoeiunoeo yuieepcumemy im. I. C. Ckogopoou.
Dinocogpia. 2012. Bum. 38. C.143-149 ; Myxina . I'. LliHHicHI JOMIHAHTH PaSHCHKOTO
OCBITHBO-KYJIBTYPHOTO TPOCTOpPY : MOHOrpadis. Xapkis : Maiinan, 2013. 365 c. ; Myxina L. I'.
L{iHHiCcHI acIeKTH PamsHCHKOrO OCBITHBO-KYJIBTYPHOIO HMPOCTOPY: aKTYaJbHICTh JOCHIIKEHHS.
Bicnux Hayionanwvnoi  ropuouynoi axademii  Yxpainu im. fApocrasa Myopozo. @inocois,
@inocogin npasa, nonimonocis, coyionoeis. 2014. Ne 3. C.70-76 ; Myxina I. I'. Excrurikaryis
PaISTHCEKOTO  OCBITHBO-KYJIBTYPHOTO HPOCTOPY: O00’€KTH Ta eneMeHTH mocnmimxeHHs. URL:
http://journals.uran.ua/index.php/2312-1947/article/download/28021/24986.

1 Jlepuenko O. I'. MacoBa cBiOMicTh i XyaoXkHs KynbTypa. JlMHaMika B3aeMoii y Tekcri
PaIsSHCHKOI KYJIBTYpHU (3a MaTtepialaMu TeaTpy i KiHO) : aBToped. auc. ... KaHA. ¢inoc. HAyK :
09.00.04. Kwuis, 2003. 19 c.
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party moralizing), spiritual and moral as opposition to material and pragmatic
(unlike Soviet ideology of the 1980s, which considered the main goal of
meeting the material needs of people, the comedy genre pointed up spiritual
values: friendship, love, respect), individualism against conformism
(opposition of individual happiness to the practice of adjusting to the
authorities requirements), creativity as an alternative to stagnation, and
realism as a way to curb political myths'2.

There was an attempt to rethink the festive and ritual culture of the Soviet
era through the prism of mundanity history, indicated by the studies of Oksana
Penkova, Olha Tevikova®.

Olena Nevmerzhitska, a scientist at the Drohobych State Pedagogical
University of Ivan Franko, suggested the periodization of the development of
the ideal of human in Marxist ideology. According to it, the main stages of
Marxism evolution in the territory of the Russian Empire and the USSR were:

1) clandestine marxism with the ideal of a physically and spiritually
evolved personality who has a materialistic outlook and is able to put into
practice revolutionary ideas;

2) The Bolshevik vision of communism, supported by adamant
revolutionary, who has a developed class consciousness, diligence, belief in a
“bright future”;

3) Stalinist version of Marxism-Leninism focused on shaping up a person
of socialist labor, educated and qualified, for whom the interests of the state
and party are a priority™.

Obviously, the suggested periodization lacks a post-Stalinist version of
communist ideology with its thesis on a “state of the whole people”,
“consumer turn”, and a direct approaching the communism. Unfortunately,
other studies with a similar area of research did not develop this periodization
for 1953-1991". It remains to be stated that this is a prospective subject for
further research in the field of social philosophy and the history of pedagogy.

2 Cromsp M. B. CMmixoBa KyldbTypa TOTANTAPHOTO CYCINECTBA: CYTHICTh, (opMH,

MeXaHi3MH Aii (Ha MpUKIai paJsHCEKUX KyIbTYPHUX HPAKTHK) : aBToped. auc. ... a-pa ¢inoc.
Hayk : 09.00.04. Xapkis, 2013. 33 c. ; Cromsip M. PansHcpka cMmixoBa KynbTypa sk (opma
MOPAITbHICHOTO TIPOTUCTOSIHHS ToTamiTapusmy. I inest: naykosuil ¢icnux. 2013. Ne 73. C. 266-268.

 Tenpkosa O. B. Tpamuuii, cBsiTa Ta 00pAKOBiCTH HaceneHHs Cxinuoi Ykpainu B 1960-Ti —
cepenuti 1980-x pp.: JepkaBHA MONITHKA W IMOBCSKICHHE XKHUTTS : aBTOped. AHUC. ... KaHJ. iCT.
Hayk : 07.00.01. Jomeupk, 2006. 20 c. ; Tesikoa O. B. O0OpsnoBicT HaceneHHs YKpaiHu
nepiony xpymoBcbkoi “Bimmurn” (1953-1964 pp.). Hayxosi npayi icmopuunoeo gaxynvmemy
3anopizvrozo nayionanvhozo ynieepcumemy. 3anopixoks, 2012. Bum. 34. C. 101-105.

14 Hesmepxuipka O. ComianisM 1 akcionoriuHe CTaHOBJICHHS 0COOHMCTOCTI. [ledazoeiunuil
duckypc. 2014. Bum. 16. C. 129-134.

® Banyxua A. JIIOTMHOBHMIPHICTS KyIBTYpH y (ilocodchbkoMy JHCKYpci “Hi3HBOTO
pansHCbKOTO Mapkcmsmy”. Haykosi sanucku Hayionanenozo yuieepcumemy “Ocmposvka
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The philosopher Oksana Demura attempted to apply the theoretical
advances in psychoanalysis, neo-Kantianism and structuralism to determine
the foundations of Soviet culture. She concluded, that the culture of the
totalitarian era was based on several key archetypes (enemy — comrade,
friend — foe, war — peace), which primitivized social morality and shaped a
common person’s qualities such as exclusion, rationalization, “one-
dimensionality”. The Soviet regime interpreted key aesthetic categories at its
own discretion and distributed them among the population through an
extensive propaganda system. The heroic was considered as the primary
meaning of human life, the beautiful — as a correspondence to socialism
ideals, the tragic — as a collision of opposing social forces, the sublime — as
the scientific and technical transformation of the world and communism’s
spread, the ugly — as the image of foe and anticommunism’s ideas. The author
suggested the interpretation of Soviet reality as a sphere of special cultural
practices similar to religious ones (mausoleum with V. Lenin’s body as a
place of pilgrimage, acceptance into octobrists/pioneers/lkomsomol
members/party members as a rite of initiation, belief in communism as a way
of achieving a “happy consciousness™)®.

Iryna Maslova-Lisichkina traced the shaping up of the community traits of
“Soviet people” on the example of Kyiv citizens. In her opinion, the new
Soviet rite, which had to replace the traditional Ukrainian holidays and
traditions, played a significant role in the assimilation of communist values. It
was based on the Marxism-Leninism elements as an ideological basis, utilized
national symbols (emblem, flag, anthem of the USSR, portraits of Marxism
classics), had to be inert. The intensive planting of a new rite during the
“stagnation” period was evidenced by the creation of a separate commission
on Soviet traditions, holidays and ceremonies at the Council of Ministers of
the USSR in 1969 and prosecuting attempts to revive Ukrainian national
traditions’’. 1. Maslova-Lisichkina’s thoughts were supplemented by an
article, written by an Associate Professor of Pereyaslav-Khmelnytskyi State
Pedagogical University Vera Demyanenko. It revealed the impact of mass
festivals and rituals of the late Soviet era as instruments of outlook
militarization of the USSR citizens. “The idealization of military service,
exaggerated expectations from the military methods use, assessing the
strength and well-being of the nation in terms of military preparedness, the

axademis”. Kynomyponoeis. 2015. Bum. 16. C. 307-309 ; Cokon M. O. JlerepmiHaIiisi MOHATH
“IIF0IMHa—H/IMBII-0cO0UCTICTR” 'y pajsHCebKHil mepiox. ScienceRise: Pedagogical Education.
2017. Ne 6. C. 46-49.

% lemypa O. O. ApxeTumHO-MipOIOriuni CTPYKTYpH DafsHCHKOI KyIbTyPH: €CTETHUHHI
aHai3 : aBroped. auc. ... KaHj. ¢inoc. Hayk : 09.00.08. Kuis, 2015. 20 c.

¥ Macnora-JTucuukina I. A. MacoBe CBATO 5K 3aci6 BHXOBAHHS JIOIMHH B paIsHCEKY 100Yy.
Bicnux KHYKiM. Mucmeymeosnasécmeo. 2016. Bum. 34. C. 104-110.
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domination of the image of a real enemy and anticipation of unrelenting
opposition to him” became a part of the public consciousness'®,

Olena Markozova, a sociologist at Kharkiv National Auto-Road
University, paid attention to the concept of “success” in post-Stalin society. In
her opinion, the USSR power elites shaped up an orientation towards
achieving collective success, being necessarily State-sanctioned. However, the
“consumer turn” of the late 1950-1970s suggested the new models of success
based on material well-being. The phenomenon of “black marketeering”
(production and sale of short-supply things) has given rise to new practices,
that have evolved into a completed prepared frame of success'®.

A greater part of the publications of Ukrainian scholars are devoted to
certain aspects of shaping up the “Soviet citizen” in the territory of the
Ukrainian SSR in the 1950s-1980s. The main topics for research were the
influence of totalitarian culture on the personality, the role of the mass media
and literature in the spread of communist values, the peculiarities of historical
memory in the Ukrainian SSR, the struggle of ideology with religious outlook.

Roman Iesipenko’s thesis work showed contradictions of the Ukrainian
theater development during the “stagnation” period: a struggle of creativity
against formalism, national traditions versus cultural unification, human
values against temporary political interests of the ruling top. The author has
convincingly shown that the authorities tried to use the theater as a means of
educating citizens through repertoire policy, leaving some room for
creativity?. Ihor Losiev studied the mutual influences of communist and
national values in Russian and Ukrainian cultures. In his opinion, if the
RSFSR experienced a confluence of traditional values of Russian society with
Soviet ones, then in the Ukrainian case, it was an aggressive suppression in
favor of communist ideologemes®. The influence of ideology on the cultural
sphere of the Ukrainian SSR in the 1960s — 1980s as a factor in the spread of

8 Iewm’smenko B. M. Minirapusamis cycrinsuoi csizomocti B CPCP. Jlimepamypa ma
xynemypa Ionices. 2016. Bum. 83. C. 117-128.

®Mapxososa O. O. “Dapua” QpeiiM, 1m0 JaMae CTEPEOTHIIH MPO PAIIHCHKY JIOHHY.
Bicnux  Xapkiscekoeo nayionanvHozo nedazoziunozo yuigepcumemy im. I. C. Ckogopoou.
Dinocoghia. 2016. Bum. 46, 4. 1. C. 60-69 ; Mapkososa O. O. 3MiHM y pO3yMiHHI )KHTTEBOTO
YCHiXy OCOOMCTOCTI B mepion nepedynoBu. Bicnux Hayionanvnozo ynieepcumemy “‘IOpuduuna
axademis Ykpainu imeni Apocnasa Myopozo”. @inocogin. 2016. Ne 1. C. 69-77.

% €cumenko P. M. Pollb ykpaiHChKOTO TeaTpy y (hOpMyBaHHI CyCITiTbHOIT CBITOMOCTI HapoLy
B 60—80-Ti pokH (Ha MaTepiaii qpamatyprii kpaiH GJIH3bKOTO 3apyOiXoKs) : aBTOped. HC. ... 1-pa
ict. Hayk : 17.00.08. Kuie, 1994. 32 c. ; €cunenko P. M. [HOHamioHalpHa ApaMaTyprisi B
peneptyapi ykpaincekux teatpiB (60-80-ti poxn XX cromitrs). Mucmeymeosnagui 3anucku.
2014. Bwum. 25. C.154-162 ; €cunenko P. M. Po3mmpeHHss TeMaTWKH 1 HpoOIEeMaTHKU
ykpaincekoro tearpy: 60-80-ti poku XX cromitrsa. Bicnux Hayionanenoi axademii xepignux
Kaopie kynomypu i mucmeyms. 2014. Ne 4. C. 164-168.

2! Xomaiiba H. Ineonoriuna ckiafoBa yKpaiHCHKOTO PaHCHEKOrO KiHeMaTorpadby cepeuHu
1960-x — cepenunn 1980-x pokiB. Emuiuna icmopis napooie €gponu. 2009. Bum. 29. C. 95-99.
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“canonical” ideas can be fou?nd in the writings of Natalie Hovaiba®,
Markiyan Nestayko®*, Mykola Timoshik and Maryna Orieshkyna®.

The importance of the mass media in the formation of mass
representations touched the writings of Oksana Pochapskaya (the role of the
USSR student periodicals in shaping up the consciousness of the republic
citizens)®, Iryna Ivanova (ideological vector of Soviet magazine advertising
in Ukraine)?” and Kateryna Yeremieieva (“Perets” magazine in the formation
of socio-cultural environment of Soviet Ukraine 1941-1991 years)®.

The intervention of the totalitarian regime in the language practices sphere
has attracted the attention of Ukrainian philologists. Natalia Rudnitskaya
studied the ideological undernotes of fictional works’ translations in the
Ukrainian SSR in the second half of the twentieth century. According to her
conclusions, all translated literature was subject to ideological adaptation to
bring the fictional work closer to official Soviet discourse®. Oksana
Kalinovskaya specified the means of ideologization of the Ukrainian language
during the USSR era. They consisted of: invariable ideologized context;
transformation of main political terms into ritual, without any specific
meaning of the word; use of mythologized metaphors, the predominance of

2 Opeukina M. O. BIHB i1€0/10riuHOro (pakTopa Ta KOMaHIHO-aIMiHICTPATHBHIX METOJIB
yhpaBimiHHa Ha gisuibHicTh 6i6miotek YPCP y 40-80-i pp. XX crt. : aBTOped. Auc. ... KaHA. icT.
Hayk : 07.00.01. JIyraucek, 2011. 21 c.

BHecraiiko M. O. TToJTiTHKO-iTe0MOTiYHYI KOHTPOJTH BIAJH 33 MUCTENTBO3HABIAMH JIbBOBA
(mpyra momoBuHa 1960-x — mepma monoBuna 1980-x pp.) : aBTroped. AHC. ... KaH. iCT. HAyK :
07.00.01. JIsBiB, 2014. 20 c.

% Tumomuk M. BuaasHuua cpaBa B YKpaiHi 3a pamsHCbKOI 06 (1920-1990):
iIeONOTiYHUI Ta TBOPUYHMH acmeKkTu. Bicnux Kuuoickoeoi nanamu. 2003. Ne9. C.32-34 ;
Tumomuk M. BugaBauya cripaBa B Ykpaini 3a Pagsacekoi 1o6u (1920-1990): ineonoriunuii ta
TBOPYHMIT aCTIeKTH: OCOOIMBOCTI TisUIEHOCTI PEaKTOpa i BUIABHUITBA B yMOBAaX TOTAJIITapHOTO
cycninbetBa. Bicnux Knuockosoi nanamu. 2003. Ne 10. C. 35-39.

% Opemkiga M. O. Brius ineosnoriyHoro ¢pakropa ta KOMaHIHO-aMiHICTPaTUBHUX METO/IB
yIpaBiHHS Ha AisutbHICTH Oi6miorexk YPCP y 40-80-i pp. XX cr. : aBroped. amc. ... KaHJ. icT.
Hayk : 07.00.01. JIyrancek, 2011. 21 c.

% Tlouarceka O. 1. ToTanbHuii KOHTPONb: OCOGMMBOCTI BMKOPHCTAHHS MPONATAHIH Y
CTYJCHTCHKHX APYKOBAaHHX IEPiOJWYHMX BHIAHHAX Ta i BIUIMB Ha (OPMyBaHHS OCOOHCTOCTI :
(3a Mmatepiamamu razetu “‘PamsHcekuit cryment’). Haykosi npayi Kam smeyvb-I100inbcvkozco
Hayionanbho2o ynieepcumemy im. lIeana Ozienka. @inonoiuni nayxu. 2009. Bum. 20. C. 532-535.

77 Tpamosa I. PajsHChka peKNaMHa JKypHANICTHKA B YKpaiHi: CHCTEMHIiCTB Ta imeosoriumi
KOHCTaHTH. Bicnuk Jlvsiecvkoeo ynisepcumemy. Kypnanicmuxa. 2017. Bun. 42. C. 121-125.

% Epemeesa K. Butn catmpoio: xypHan “Ilepens” B COLIOKYIbTYPHOMY CEPENOBHIIi
Pansrcekoi Ykpainn. Xapkis : Papurern Ykpainu, 2018. 197 c.

% Pynuunpka H. M. MaHiny/TioBaHHS iIcOOTreMaMH y PaJsHChKOMY Tepeknami. Mogni i
xonyenmyanvni kapmunu ceimy. 2015. Bum. 51. C. 443-450 ; Pynaunpka H. Tlepexian sik 3aci6
(hopMyBaHHS paJSTHCHKOTO KaHOHY CBITOBOI JIITEpaTypH: i€ONOTTYHIH actiekT. Haykoeguii eichuk
Cxionocsponelicokoeo Hayionanbho2o yuieepcumemy im. Jleci Yxpainxu. ®inonociuni nayxu.
Mososnascmeo. 2015. Ne 3. C. 48-53.
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evaluative semantics®. Inna Renchka raised the question on the linguistic
reflection of the Soviet identity formation. Based on the analysis of the
semantics during Ukrainian SSR period, she figured out that the influence of
ideology in the language sphere was manifested primarily in adding
evaluative connotation to content-neutral terms. The national was displayed as
a regressive, related to past and capitalist system; points of view, alternative to
the official ones — as an expression of moral and intellectual decline®.,
Transformations of historical memory in the post-Stalin Ukrainian SSR
are represented in a number of publications by Ukrainian historians. Liubov
Krupnyk studied the persecution of attempts to revive the Cossacks legacy
within the secretaryship of Valentyn Malanchuk (1972-1979). They were
presented as archaic, as repellent for a “modern” man, “equipped” with a
communist outlook®. Lyudmila Grinevich’s article by is dedicated to the
Holodomor place during 1932-1933 in the official rhetoric of the 1950s-
1990s. The researcher states that massacre of Ukrainians by the Stalin regime
was an unacceptable topic neither during the Khrushchev’s “thaw”, nor
Brezhnev’s “stagnation”, since it could lead the population to conclusions
about the nature and goals of Stalin’s system®. Dmitry Idrisov revealed the
impact of ideology on researchers in the humanities and social sciences. The
author reproduced the mandatory requirements for academic texts in the
Ukrainian SSR and the USSR by reviewing thesis works: reliance on
Marxism-Leninism, involvement in the current socio-political situation, the
presence of ideological rhetorics®. Vladimir Yurchenko’s article outlines the
historical views of the Ukrainian SSR authorities during 1970s — early 1980s.

%0 Kanunosceka O. B. 3aco6u imeonorizaiii MOBHOI MPaKTHKH PAJSIHCHKOTO CYCIIIbCTBA.
Jlimepamypa ma xynemypa Iloniccs. Hixun, 2016. Bum. 83. C. 129-139 ; Kanuxosceka O. B.
Ineonoriuamii mpocTip yKpaiHCBKOI MOBH : (0 TPOOJNEMH CEMaHTHYHOI XapaKTepPHUCTHKU
ykpaincekoi MoBu XX ctomitts). Haykosi sanucku HaYKMA. @inonoziuni nayku. 2012. T. 137.
C.24-28 ; KamunoBcpka O. Meradopa B yKpaiHCHKOMY pasiHCBKOMY IHCKypci 70-X pokiB
XX cromitra. Haykogi sanucku HaYKMA. Mososnascmso. 2018. T. 1. C. 88-93.

# Pemukal MoBHe BiZOGpaXeHHs MpOIECiB (OPMYBAHHS PAISHCHKOI MOTITHUHOL
inenTHyHoOCTl. Haykosi 3anucku Hayionanenoeo yuisepcumemy “Ocmposvka axademis’”.
Kynomyponozis. 2016. Bun. 17. C.334-337 ; Penuxal BIumB pagsHCBKHX 11€0IOTIYHHX
HACTaHOB Ha CIIOBHUKOBE TIIyMadeHHs Ha3B MUCTEIBKMX HANpAMIB i Tediil. Bicnux Yepkacvkozo
ynieepcumemy. @inonoeiuni nayku. 2016. Ne 2. C. 78-85.

2 Kpymuuk JI. O. IlaM’aTh Tpo KO3AITBO — MillleHb i1€0Noriunoi GOpOTEOH pajTHCHKOT
ToTayitapHoi cucremu B 70-x pokax XX cromiTri. Bichuk 3anopisekoco nayionanbhozo
ynisepcumemy. FOpuouuni nayxu. 3anopixoks, 2005. Ne 2. C. 15-19.

* I'punennu J1. Cosoxr 1932-1933 y myGuiumiit kKyasTypi mam’siTi Ta CycHibHil cBizoMocTi B
Vkpaini. Crienudika paasHCbKOI NMONITHKK “NpUMycoBOi amHesii” Ta 11 Hacmiaku. [Ipo6remu
icmopii Yxpainu: ¢paxmu, cyoocenns, nowyku / ronosa peakon. C. B. Kynpunnpkuii. Kuis, 2007.
Bum. 17. C. 389-401.

i Inpicos /1. I. lep>xaBHa imeonorist B qucepTallifHUX MpaisxX 3 icTopil Ta BiATyKax Ha HHUX
3a paasiHChKOi 106u. Haykoei sanucku HaYKMA. Iemopuuni nayku. 2012. T. 130. C. 42-46.
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According to his conclusion, the republic establishment considered history as
an instrument to serve political needs, requiring the academic community to
legitimize national politics in the USSR and provide evidence of the
beginning of the “advanced socialism” phase®,

Irina Sklokina revealed the features of the official memory politics of the
Nazi occupation during 1943-1985. Considering an example of Kharkiv, the
researcher highlighted that an abstract veneration of the memory, related to
events of 1941-1943, without reference to specific events, prevailed in Soviet
politics. This indicates the intention to start with creating “places of
commemoration” to spread Soviet values, but not the “places of memory”
with reference to a diverse and problematic occupation experience™®.

Studios on the religious history of Ukraine experienced the real
“renaissance” (after 1991). Naturally, they could not avoid the question
concerning the role of a religious factor in the process of shaping up a “Soviet
new man”. Roman Boyko’s thesis work displayed the resistance of Ukrainian
Greek Catholics to Soviet authorities during 1946-1989. The author proved
that UGCC underground activities turned out to be a powerful factor in the
preservation of national and religious identity in Western Ukraine in the late
Soviet period®’. Peter Bondarchuk recreated a comprehensive picture of the
religious consciousness of the Ukrainian SSR citizens in the 1940s-1980s. In
his opinion, the atheistic policy of the Soviet authorities led to the
displacement on the periphery of the public consciousness and decreasing the
influence of religious ideas. Basically, the role of the “higher power” was
taken over by the belief in communism in a distorted late Soviet
interpretation®. The author got the point across of this process with an exact

% JOpuenko B. B. Tlonituka, igeonmoris Ta odimiliHe GaueHHs iCTOPHUHOTO MHUHYJIOIO
mapriitauM kepiBauITBOM YPCP mouarky 1970-x — cepemnnn 1980-x pokiB. [ines: naykosuil
sicnux. 2013. Ne 77. C. 113-118.

% Cxnokina L. €. Tlam’site Tipo Jpyry CBIiTOBY BiifHy Ta HAIMCTChKY OKYyMaito YKpaiHu B
HOBCSKJICHHNX TPAKTHKAaX paJsHCbKOro cycminberBa (1953-1985). Bicnux Xapkiscvkoeo
Hayionanvnozo ynieepcumemy im. B. H. Kapasina. Iecmopisn. 2011. Ne 982, um. 44. C. 199-220 ;
Ckuokina 1. €. Tomitika mam’sTi Ipo HAIMCTCHKY OKYMALI0 B PaJHCBKUX My3esX : (IpUKIaj
XapKiBCBKOTO JIepXKaBHOTO ICTOpHYHOTO My3sero, 1943-1953 pp.). Bicnux Xapxiecvkozo
Hayionanvhozo yuieepcumemy im. B. H. Kapasina. Icmopia Ykpainu. Ykpainosnasecmeo:
icmopuuni ma ¢inocogpcoki nayku. 2012. Ne 1006, Bum. 15. C.96-104 ; Ckuiokina L €.
IMeperBopeHHsT MaTepiallbHOTO IIPOCTOPY SK UYHMHHHMK IOJITHKH TaM’Ti PO HALHMCTCHKY
okymnanito Xapkimuau (1943-1953 pp.). Hayionarvna ma icmopuuna nam sme. 2013, Bum. 6.
C. 174-186 ; Cxuokina 1. €. Odiniiina paasHChKa MOMITHKA TaM’STi PO HALUCTCHKY OKYTALI0
VYxpainu (3a Marepianamu XapkiBcbkoi obnacti), 1943-1985 pp. : aBroped. muc. ... KaHA. icT.
Hayk : 07.00.01. Kuis, 2014. 23 c.

% Boitko P. FO. OcoGmuBocTi MpOTHAil yKpaiHCHKHX TPEeKO-KATONHKIB pemiriituiii momiTwii
pazsHeBKOI Biagn y 1946-1989 pp. : aBroped. mwc. ... kaHz, ict. Hayk : 09.00.11. Octpor, 2011. 20 c.

Bonpmapuyk I1. M. Peniriiina cBinomicts Bipyrounx YPCP (1940-1980-i poxn):
MOBCSKACHHI NposiBH, TpaHchopmanii. Kuis : [ncruryr ictopii Ykpainu HAHY, 2012. 322 c.
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formula: “profanation of the sacred and sacralization of the profane”®’. His
findings resonate with thoughts of Donetsk scientist Vladimir Gurzha, who
established the directions of Soviet reality ritualization: 1) anti-religious
propaganda and believers persecution; 2) replacement of church holidays with
secular ones, filling of traditional rites with new meanings; 3) sacralization of
the “Vozhd” (Great leader) figure and his burial place; 4) definition of
“sacred” places, formulation of Soviet life postulates (tribunes of the party
congress, the square close to the Lenin statue)*.

Works on transformations of consciousness of certain social groups and
institutions during the post-Stalin era form a great part of scientific studios in
the Ukrainian discourse of “homo sovieticus”. Olexander Dodonov’s doctoral
thesis (2001) showed the real workers’ attitude to the Soviet reality
of 1961-1991. In the author’s opinion, the CPSU was a party of the party-
state nomenclature, not the working class, and the USSR proletarians were
well aware of this fact*". Similar theses are substantiated in Victoria Kontsur’s
work, dedicated to the role of trade unions in the ideology of the Ukrainian
SSR population during the “thaw” era. The author described in detail the
propagandistic errands performance by the trade union organizations received
from CPSU, thus serving as a politicization instrument of industrial and social
relations*. Mariia Kahalna outlined the role of teachers in spreading
communist values. In her opinion, the Soviet authorities created a system of
political and ideological control over pedagogical workers. High levels of
education and public authority have condemned teachers to actively engage in
party propaganda®. The works of Natalia Tararak, Svetlana Sechka and
Lyudmila Sokurianska raised the question of the values among the Ukrainian
SSR students in the 1950s-1980s. According to their findings, student youth
was in the focus of ideologists. However, it is too early to talk about the total
“communization” of people with higher education. Ideological brainwashing
couldn’t erase the intellectual development and self-organization of youth.

¥ Bonpapuyk I1. DyHKIiOHYBaHHS eTEMEHTIB PajsSHCHKOI ifeonorii sk KpasipemirifHumx:
cakpamizaiisi npodaunoro. Ykpaina XX cmonimms: xymemypa, ioeonocis, noaimuka. 2016.
Bumn. 21. C. 136.

“ Cypsxu B. Pertiriifai MOTHBH CMHCIIOBOTO SApa pajsHCEKOI inenTHIHOCTI. Cxid. 2017, Ne 6.
C. 84-90.

' Nomonos O. ®. Vwacth pobiTHHKiB y momiTmunoMy xurti CPCP. 1961-1991 pp. :
aBToped. auC. ... 1-pa icT. Hayk : 07.00.02. Jninponerposcrk, 2001. 31 c.

4 Komuyp B.B. TIIpodpcminku VYkpaimm B cucremi ifeomorisamii — cycmimbcTsa
(1956-1964 pp.) : aBTOped. auc. ... Kau. ict. Hayk : 07.00.01. lonerpk, 2006. 20 c.

“ Karamsna M. B. BIUTHB TOMITHYHO! Ta i7€ONOTiYHOI CHCTEMH Ha MOBCAKJIEHHE KHTTS
BuntensctBa YPCP (apyra monoBuna 1950-x — mepura nonoBuHa 1960-X pp.). [ines. Haykosuil
sicnux. 2015. Ne 96. C. 113-117.

“ Tapapak H. IIpouec GopMyBaHHs “IiHHICHAX Opi€HTAITiil” CTy/IEHTIB BHIMX HABYANHHHUX
3aKJaJiB MHUCTEUBKOro Mpodiaro YKpaiHH paisHCBKOTO Tepiony. 30ipHux HayKosux npayb
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CONCLUSIONS

Thus, the Ukrainian academic discourse of the “new man” touched upon
both the peculiarities of the implementation of the “homo sovieticus”
project in the Ukrainian SSR in the 1950s — 1980s, as well as the common
consciousness features transformed by communist ideology. Questions
about the cultural environment of the “Soviet citizen”, the role of the mass
media and literature in the spread of the communist ideology values,
changes in historical memory and religious consciousness in the Ukrainian
SSR were covered in detail. Characteristic features of Ukrainian discourse
against the background of others were the consideration of regional and
social versions of shaping the “ideal Soviet citizen”, the practical absence of
communist apologetics, and a general consensus on the forced nature of the
CPSU’s values. This makes it possible to talk about the ideological
similarity of the Ukrainian and Central European intellectual communities.
Further logic of the national discourse evolution requires the synthesis of a
holistic picture of the formation of the communist personality in Ukrainian
society in the 1950-1980.

SUMMARY

The section is devoted to the analysis of contemporary Ukrainian
historiography on the construction of the “Soviet man”. The analysis of
academic discourses has shown considerable interest in the phenomenon of
“homo sovieticus”, which has been converted into an array of scientific works.
At the same time, against the background of a large number of generalizing
studies, insufficient study of the features of designing a “New person” in post-
Stalin Ukraine is drawing attention to itself. The Ukrainian historiography has
drawn attention to regional and social versions of constructing the “ideal Soviet
citizen”. Unlike Russian, it is almost completely devoid of communist
apologetics and affirms the coercive nature of the CPSU’s values.
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